[The discovery of the bad mother: Abraham's contribution to the theory of depression].
The origins of the psychoanalytic theory of depression will be discussed. First, it will be shown that in the 1890s Freud was intensely concerned with the problem of depression, but reached no firm conclusions about it. Then, the work of Freud and the first generation of his students on the aetiology of depression just after the turn of the century will be discussed. Following that, Abraham's first contribution to the theory of depression will be summarised. Abraham's concept of the bad mother was a new development in contrast to Freud's oedipal mother. Finally, it will be argued that the concept of the bad mother is the point of departure for development in psycho-analytic theory which focused on the socalled preoedipal mother and paved the way for the Kleinian school.